2025 ISPS Handa Canadian Open and 2025 IBGA World Blind Golf Championship

Simcoe, Ontario, Canada was pleased to welcome the largest contingency of 68 golfers and guides to the 2025 ISPS Handa Canadian Open followed by hosting 56 golfers and their guides to the 2025 IBGA World Blind Golf Championship.  These back-to-back prestigious events carried international flair with 15 countries from around the world playing in both.  Each three (3) day event began with a practice round followed by two (2) days of competition -- Canadian Open starting Sunday, August 3rd and the World Championship starting Wednesday, August 6th.

The Greens at Renton golf course, Home of Blind Golf Canada, were honoured to host such competitions.  The 27-hole course layout enabled golfers to experience varied 18-hole combinations for the Canadian Open versus the World Championship.  Many commented on how suited the course was for the visually challenged and how supportive staff were throughout the week.  While the weather remained warm, over 30 degrees Celsius, it did not impact the atmosphere for great competition, conversation and celebration.  

Events like these cannot be successful without support of numerous volunteers and sponsors. Quality volunteers from the Simcoe area – population +16,000 – came forward taking on various duties with a key area being that of the forecaddies who were instrumental in assisting in course navigation, ball location and pace of play awareness, as required.  Sincere appreciation to the various organizations and sponsors who provided much needed support and funding – Dr. Handa - ISPS Handa, IBGA, Regional Lion Clubs, Grand River Enterprises, Canadian National Institute for the Blind (CNIB) plus various local organizations providing hole sponsorships.

Below are the respective award recipients for each competition.  

2025 ISPS Handa Canadian Open award recipients based on Stableford or Stroke Play and sight categories:
Blind Golf Canada - Brian Macleod Award recipient - Victor Goetz 

B2 Women's Low Gross Champion
Golfer:  Amanda Cunha; Guide:  Larry Cunha

B3 Women's Low Gross Champion
Golfer:  Amanda Large; Guide: John Large

Overall Women's Low Net Champion
Golfer:  Michelle Watts; Guide:  Michelle Bloxham

Canadian Stableford Champion
Golfer:  Henri Therrien; Guide:  Marie Diamond

B1 Men's Low Gross Champion
Golfer:  Darcy Furber; Guide:  Ron Oliver

B2 Men's Low Gross Champion
Golfer:  Tyler Cashman; Guide:  George Cashman

B3 Men's Low Gross Champion
Golfer:  Barry McCluskey; Guide:  Mike McLafferty

Overall Low Net Men's Champion
Golfer:  Garrett Slattery; Guide:  Erich Kliem 



2025 IBGA World Blind Golf Championship award recipients based on Stroke play and sight classifications:     

B2 Women's Low Gross Champion
Golfer:  Amanda Cunha; Guide:  Larry Cunha
 
B3 Women's Low Gross Champion
Golfer:  Amanda Large; Guide:  John Large
 
Overall Women's Low Net Champion
Golfer:  Amanda Large; Guide:  John Large
 
B1 Men's Low Gross Champion
Golfer:  Darcy Furber; Guide:  Ron Oliver
 
B2 Men's Low Gross Champion
Golfer:  Tyler Cashman; Guide:  George Cashman
 
B3 Men's Low Gross Champion
Golfer:  Tommy Marks; Guide:  Mike Hasenbalgom
 
B1 Men's Low Net Champion
Golfer:  Ricardo Silva De Luna; Guide:  Ismael Alvarez Delgado
 
B2 Men's Low Net Champion
Golfer:  Paul McCormack; Guide:  Luke Waters
 
B3 Men's Low Net Champion
Golfer:  Jamie Hain; Guide:  Mark Tookey
 
Overall Low Net Men's Champion
Golfer:  Paul McCormack; Guide:  Luke Waters 

